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WORLD EDUCATION REFORM 

DATABASE

It contains over 10,000 policy 
changes reported by 189 countries, 
mainly since the 1970s.



COUNTS OF EDUCATION REFORMS



REFORMS IN 219 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES



DATA SOURCES



YEAR, TITLE, BRIEF DESCRIPTION



STANDARDIZED DEFINITION OF REFORM

PLANNED NON-ROUTINE SYSTEMIC

an intentional 
act rather than 

unplanned 
change 

change, 
something new or 

different rather 
than routines

involving collective 
administration of a 
policy depicted as 

portable or 
generalizable



APPLICATIONS

Bromley et al on 
global and 

national 
influences of 

reform

Woo, LeTendre et al on 
teachers; Overbey on 
quality and access; 

Choi on human rights 
& human capital; Uno, 

Yagi, and 
Steiner-Khamsi on 

governance, 
accountability, and 

transparency 

Kijima et al on how 
reforms shape 

access and 
achievement

Steiner-Khamsi et 
al on Iceland and 

Switzerland

AMOUNT OF 

REFORM & 

CAUSES

TYPES OF 

REFORMS & 

CAUSES

IMPACT OF 

REFORMS

COMPARISON 

WITH LOCAL



WHAT WE HAVE 

LEARNED SO FAR
• Reform efforts have declined more recently, due to backlash against 

neo-liberal education policies (Bromley, Overbey, Furuta, Kijima, 2020; 
Bromley et al, 2021)

• Countries with human rights discourse are more likely to adopt 
human capital discourse (Choi, 2024)

• The number of quality-focused reforms have risen while 
access-focused reforms have declined then stabilized (Overbey,  
2022)

• Data and information reform have increased, due to the rise in 
datafication of knowledge (Bromley, Nachitgal, Kijima, in press)

• Articulation of quality reforms are associated with positive learning outcome 
(Kijima and Bromley, under review)

• There is a decline of reforms in recent decades with changing 
influence of global organizational actors (Bromley et al, 2023)



DECLINE IN EDUCATION REFORMS OVERTIME

Source: Bromley, P., Furuta, J., Kijima, R., Overbey, L., Choi, M., & Santos, H. (2023). Global Determinants of 

Education Reform, 1960 to 2017. Sociology of Education, 96(2), 149-167. 



PATTERNS OF REFORMS

Source: Bromley, P., Nachtigal, T., Kijima, R., (2024). Data as the New Panacea: Trends in 

Global Education Reforms, 1970-2018. Comparative Education (in press).



1
wide geographic and 
longitudinal coverage

2 standardized definition of reform 
tested for inter-rater reliability

3 can be adapted for many uses; 
covers all kinds of reform

4 gives insight into globally 
legitimate narratives

5 straightforward to expand and 
augment

STRENGTHS



LIMITATIONS

• a database, not a representative sample or whole population of reform

• no measure of size of a reform, could code scale but not dollars

• no measures of implementation or effectiveness, captures discourse 

• does not represent nature or extent of domestic discourse

• national reporting process undercounts local level reforms, though 
decentralized systems still high (e.g. UK)



exploring 
partnerships for 

country case 
studies

exploring potential for 
dynamic data 

visualization and 
possible uses for global 

and national 
policymakers

new collaboration 
with the International 
Bureau of Education 

to code historical 
reports (from 
1920s-1940s)

CURRENT AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

continue coding 
1970s & 1980s, and 
update to present 

in 2024
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