
Education for Societal 
Transformation: 

Alternatives for a Just Future

NORRAG SPECIAL ISSUE

10 Scan QR code to 
access full version



1 

Contents
Education for Societal Transformation: Alternatives for a 
Just Future 
Frank Adamson, Associate Professor of Education Leadership and 
Policy Studies, California State University, USA

Rezan Benatar, Sociologist, Engaged Scholar, Turkey

Michael Gibbons, Scholar in Residence, School of Education, 
American University, USA

Mark Ginsburg, Visiting Scholar, International Education Policy, 
University of Maryland, USA

Steven J. Klees, Distinguished Scholar-Teacher and Professor, 
International Education Policy, University of Maryland,  
College Park, USA

Giuseppe Lipari, PhD Student, Political Science and Sociology, 
Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy

Carol Anne Spreen, Associate Professor, International Education, 
New York University, USA

Deepa Srikantaiah, Affiliate Faculty, International Education 
Policy, University of Maryland, College Park, USA

Part 1: �Envisioning Societal Alternatives

01	� Eco-nomics: Life-Centric Alternative to the Money-
Centric Ego-nomics that is Killing Us

	 Dr. David C. Korten, President, Living Economies Forum, USA

02	� Recentring the Majority and Displacing the Minority: A 
Decolonial Critique of ‘Growth’
Lebohang Liepollo Pheko, Senior Research Fellow, Trade 
Collective, South Africa

03	� Multidimensional and Multiscalar Alternatives in the 
Pluriverse
Miriam Lang, Professor at the Department of Environment 
and Sustainability, Universidad Andina Simon Bolivar, 
Ecuador

04	� The Flower of Transformation. Alternatives for Justice, 
Sustainability and Equity
Ashish Kothari, Kalpavriksh / Vikalp Sangam / Global 
Tapestry of Alternatives, India

05	� Not TINA but TAPAS!
Steven J. Klees, Professor of International Education Policy, 
University of Maryland, USA

Part 2: �Reimagining Schooling

06	� Advancing Revolutionary Reforms of Education and 
Society Through the Reformist SDG and ESD Agendas
Tom G. Griffiths, Professor, International Education and 
Development, Oslo Metropolitan University, Norway

07	� Democratic Education Brazilian Style: The Citizen 
School Project’s Legacy	
Gustavo E. Fischman, Professor, Mary Lou Fulton Teachers 
College; Senior Global Futures Scholar, Julie Ann Wrigley 
Global Futures Laboratory, Arizona State University, USA

08	� Developing Youth for a Socialist Society: The Role of the 
José Martí Pioneer Organization in Cuba
Mark Ginsburg, University of Maryland-College Park, USA

Emigdio Rodríguez Alfonso, Universidad de Ciencias 
Pedagógicas “Enrique José Varona”, Cuba

09	� Conceptions of Environmental Justice and Imagining a 
More Just Future
Heidi Gibson, Manager of Global Sustainability Series, 
Smithsonian Science Education Center, USA

Dr. Mary Short, Senior Science Curriculum Developer, 
Smithsonian Science Education Center, USA

Dr. Helen Bond, Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, 
School of Education at Howard University, USA

Hannah Osborn, Project Manager, Smithsonian Science 
Education Center, USA

10	� Recentering Alternative Educational Approaches in the 
Post-Pandemic Context: A Case Study in Rural Vermont
Rachel Glickman, EdD Candidate, SIT Graduate Institute, USA

11	� Fighting Against Education: No Alternatives Within the 
Educated Mind
Le Goliard, Abya Yala

Part 3: �Rethinking Postsecondary Education

12	� Ecoversities Alliance: Learning Cosmopolitically for 	
Our Mutual Flourishing
Udi Mandel, Enlivened Cooperative, Ecoversities Alliance

Kelly Teamey, Enlivened Cooperative, Ecoversities Alliance

Gerardo Lopez Amaro, Enlivened Cooperative, Ecoversities 
Alliance

13	� Higher Education for and in a Postconsumption Society
Patric Wallin, Prof. Dr., Department of Education and Lifelong 
Learning, Norwegian University of Science and Technology 
(NTNU), Norway

14	� Strategies Beyond Borders: Timebanks in Classroom 
Settings
Melanie E L Bush, PhD, MPH, Adelphi University, May First 
Movement Technology, USA

Pallavi Varma Patil, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and 
the Environment (ATREE), India

15	� Creating Valuable Postschool Pathways for Vulnerable 
Youth in Malawi
Andrew Achichizga Nkhoma, PhD, Malawi

16	� Anticaste Activism in US Higher Education: Beyond a 
Politics of Recognition 
Ashok Danavath, Senior Researcher, National Campaign on 
Dalit Human Rights, India
Radhika Marwaha, PhD student, UC San Diego, USA

Dr. Nisha Thapliyal, Senior Lecturer, University of Newcastle, 
Australia



2

17	� Transcending Barriers: Building Holistic Learning 
Spaces In India
Sandra Sara Binoy, MA in Development Studies, Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences, India

Tanisha Gulati, MA in Development Studies, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, India

Tannishtha Das, MA in Development Studies, Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, India

Part 4: �Centering Nonformal Education

18	� Born out of Struggle in Argentina: Bachilleratos 
Populares with/in/against the State
Gary L. Anderson, Emeritus Professor, New York 
University, USA

Dipti Desai, Professor, New York University, USA

Ana Inés Heras, Professor, Universidad Nacional San Martin, 
researcher, CONICET, Argentina

Carol Anne Spreen, Associate Professor, New York 
University, USA

19	� Landless Workers Constructing Educational 
Alternatives for Agrarian Reform, Agroecology, and 
Food Sovereignty
Rebecca Tarlau, Stanford University, USA

Alessandro Mariano, National Coordination of the MST

20	� Emerging From Isolation—A Case Study of the 
Katchipedu Community and the Nook Learning 
Environment (India)
Christoph Woiwode, PhD, Visiting Faculty, Indo-German 
Centre for Sustainability, Indian Institute of Technology 
Madras, India

Anoushka Gupta, Research Lead, Project DEFY, India

Abhijit Sinha, CEO and Founder, Project DEFY, India

Christoph Neusiedl, PhD, Co-Founder, Initiative for New 
Education, Germany

Sona Selvam, Nook Manager, Katchipedu, India

Venkatesh S, former Nook Fellow, Katchipedu, India

21	� Urban Arts Education as Nonviolent Resistance in 
Honduras
Amanda Blewitt, University of North Carolina Greensboro, 
Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, USA

Part 5: �(Un)learning from Decolonial and 
Indigenous Knowledge

22	� Placing Epistemic Justice at the Core of Educational 
Transformations for a Just Future 
María Balarin, Senior Researcher, Grupo de Análisis para el 
Desarrollo (GRADE), Perú

Lizzi O. Milligan, Professor of Education and Global Social 
Justice, University of Bath, UK

23	� Eclipsing the Conditioning of Colonial Modernity: Soul-
Based Learning as a Practice of Living Mythology in 
Transgressive Learning
Injairu Kulundu-Bolus, PhD, Senior Lecturer, Environmental 
Learning Research Centre, Rhodes University, South Africa

24	� Interrupting Denials in Casteist-Colonial India: 
Indigenous Youth’s Insights for Imagining Educational 
Alternatives
Naivedya Parakkal, University of Michigan, USA

Youth Researchers of Attappady Collective, India

25	� Critical Pedagogies in Neoliberal Times: Teachers’ 
Voices of Resistance from Rural Peru
Silvia Espinal Meza, Doctoral researcher in Education, 
University of Bristol, UK

26	� Dismantling Epistemic Violence: A Decolonial Social 
Justice Agenda Within South Africa’s Higher Education 
Curriculum
Nkosana Sithole kaMiya, University of the Witwatersrand, 
South Africa

Part 6: �Responding to the Climate Crisis

27	� Responding to the Climate Emergency: Creating 
Regenerative, Equitable Education Systems
Frank Adamson, California State University, USA

Michael Gibbons, Scholar in Residence, International 
Training and Education Program (ITEP), School of 
Education, American University, USA

28	� Activism Countering Extractivism: Reimagining 
Relating Through Public Pedagogy on Instagram 
Carrie Karsgaard, Cape Breton University, Canada

29	� A People’s Pedagogy for Climate Action in the Indian 
Sundarbans 
Aahana Ganguly, School for Arts and Sciences, Azim Premji 
University, India

Part 7: �Highlighting Education in Conflict and 
Emergencies

30	� Migrants and Refugees in School Curricula: New 
Narratives to Progress Global Justice
Giovanna Modé Magalhães, George Eckert Institute, 
Germany

31	� Pedagogical Love: The Relational Condition for a 
Socially Just Refugee Education
Jumana Al-Waeli, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Ulster 
University, UK

32	� Future-Oriented Pedagogies: A Response to the 
Challenges of Today’s Conflicts, the Case of Colombia
Yesid Paez, PhD, Senior Lecturer in Education, Bath Spa 
University, UK



33	� Reimagining Education: Integrating the Arts in Schools 
with Refugee Children
Mary Mendenhall, Ed.D., Associate Professor of International 
and Comparative Education and Director of the George 
Clement Bond Center for African Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, USA

Kemigisha Richardson, Doctoral student, International and 
Comparative Education program, George Clement Bond 
Center for African Education at Teachers College, Columbia 
University, USA

Clare Ahabwe Bangiranam, Director of Research and 
Knowledge Development, AfriChild Centre in Uganda, 
Uganda

Juliana Bol, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Population and 
Family Health, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia

University, USA

Mark Canavera, Co-director of the Care and Protection 
of Children (CPC) Learning Network, Program on Forced 
Migration and Health, Columbia University (2012 to 2023), 
USA

Wendy Ezekiel, Congolese refugee and lead teaching artist, 
Artolution Uganda, Uganda

Max Frieder, Ed.D., Co-founder and Chief Creative Officer, 
Artolution Uganda; Teaching Artist Training Educator, USA

Lindsay Roberts Greene, Performing arts educator, Deputy 
Executive Director, Arts Ignite, USA

Yana Mayevskaya, Senior Program Officer, Care and 
Protection of Children (CPC) Learning Network, Mailman 
School ofPublic Health, Columbia University, USA

Esero Nalyong, Teaching artist trainer and Country Field 
Coordinator, Artolution Uganda, Uganda

Ochaka Richard Okot, Clinical psychologist, Executive 
Director of HAF Uganda, Uganda

Chemin Eugène-Rigot, 2
1202 Geneva, Switzerland

T:	 +41 (0) 22 908 45 47
E:	 norrag@graduateinstitute.ch
W:	 www.norrag.org

Join the NORRAG Network
www.norrag.org/norrag-network

Follow NORRAG on social media 

NORRAG Special Issue 10
English Edition, October 2024 

All NSI issues available here
www.norrag.org/nsi

ISSN: 2571-8010

9 772571 801003

10

Scan the QR code for the full version  
of NSI 10 in English. 

NSI 10 will also be available in  
AR I ES I FR I RU I ZH in 2025

Ve
rs

io
n:

 1
0.

20
24

  

Part 8: �Amplifying Education for Liberation

34	� ‘Laboratories of Learning’: Why Social Movement 
Education and Knowledge Matters
Mario Novelli, University of Sussex, UK

35	� Student Activism in Secondary Education: A World of 
Alternatives
Giuseppe Lipari, PhD student, Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy

36	� Woman, Life, Freedom: A Framework for Social 
Transformation in Iran
Elnaz Safarha, University of Maryland, College Park, USA

37	� Connecting Libyans Concerned with Socio-Cultural 
Transitions Through Education
Reem Ben Giaber, MA, PhD Candidate at IOE, UCL’s Faculty of 
Education and Society, UK

Malak ben Giaber, MSc, Solution-Focused Practitioner, 
Director of Ejaz Consultancy and Training, Libya

38	� Breaking the Chains of South Africa’s Apartheid 
Education: The Legacy of the Educational Fellowships 
Paul Hendricks, University of Witswatersrand, South Africa

Part 9: �Advancing a Way Forward

39	� On the Tasks of the Critical Scholar/Activist
Michael W. Apple, John Bascom Professor of Curriculum and 
Instruction and Educational Policy Studies at the University 
of Wisconsin, USA

https://www.norrag.org
https://www.norrag.org/norrag-network
https://www.norrag.org/nsi
https://twitter.com/norrag
https://www.linkedin.com/company/norrag
https://www.facebook.com/norrag.network
https://vimeo.com/norrag

